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the spindles in the State.1 The adjoining towns of Elberfeld and
Barmen in the Wupperthal, and Munchen-GIadbach and Rheydt
to the west of the Rhine, are chiefly engaged in the manufacture of
cotton and woollen goods. Crefeld is the principal place in Ger-
many for the production of silks and velvets, and occupies, in this
respect, a position in Europe second only to that of Lyons. Linen
and artificial silk are made in various places. Round Solingen
there are many handloom weavers of woollen goods. Elberfeld
and Barmen are noted for their silks, ribbons, laces, braids, and
cord. Eiberfeld manufactures dyes and Barmen textile machinery.
Of the towns on the Rhine, Cologne is the most important; It is
a great commercial centre, and its industries include shipbuilding,
flour-milling, oil-refining, and the manufacture of textiles and
machinery. Diisseldorf makes rolling stock and mining machinery.
Duisburg-Ruhrort is the largest inland port in Europe, and carries
on much of the trade of the Ruhr region; the two towns manu-
facture iron and steel, paper, glass, and flour.
THE SAAR COALFIELD. This coalfield was restored to Germany
in 1935. It lies in the basin of the river Saar (a tributary of the
Moselle) from which it takes its name, and is situated mainly in
Prussia, whence it extends into Lorraine and the BavarianPalatinate.
The coal appears to be of somewhat inferior quality, and it is only
recently that means have been devised by which it can be rendered
useful for metallurgical purposes. In 1934 the output from the Saar
averaged over 11,000,000 tons. Of that part was used in the blast
furnaces, machine shops, and glass and porcelain works which had
grown up on, or in the vicinity of, the coalfield. The most important
centres of the iron and steel industry are in the valley of the Saar,
between Saarbriicken and Dillingen.
The Rhine Massif, with the coalfields upon its borders, had before
1914 become the most important industrial region in Germany.
The abundance of coal, the facilities for obtaining iron-ore from
Lorraine, Luxembourg, and Sweden, the progress of science which
had rendered these ores of value in the manufacture of steel, the
great waterway of the Rhine, which permitted the import" of
raw material and the export of manufactured goods, and the
development of the canal system, which brought the industrial
districts into communication with the German seaboard, had
1 In 1930 Germany Kkd, 11,070,000 spindles.